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ANNOUNCING THE FIRST OF THREE
NEW EVENTS WHICH BRING TOGETHER
10 DIFFERENT ORGANISATIONS TO
EXPLORE AND SHAPE THE FUTURES
OF OUR BUILT ENVIRONMENT.

FUCHSIA, A NEW KIND OF FUTURES THINK TANK AND UMU, THE UNCERTAINTY
MANAGEMENT SPECIALISTS AT APPLEYARDS, ARE SEEKING EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST
FROM PASSIONATE DECISION-MAKERS WORKING IN ALL SECTORS, ALL INDUSTRIES.

IN THE PRESENT ECONOMIC CLIMATE ‘UPTURN THINKING’ AND VISIONARY LEADERSHIP
ARE MORE IMPORTANT THAN EVER. THE FUTURES OF PROJECT’S FACILITATED EVENTS
ARE DESIGNED TO INSPIRE CREATIVE, INFORMED DECISIONS TODAY THAT WILL BUILD
ORGANISATIONS AND AN ENVIRONMENT FOR THE LONG TERM.

THIS ROUNDTABLE WORKSHOP OFFERS A UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY TO COLLABORATE
WITH SOME OF THE BRANDS AND MINDS LEADING THE UK FORWARD.

The Futures Of project is a series of filmed events designed
to explore and shape the futures of a key theme. To launch
the project we are excited to announce our debut theme: the
Built Environment.

Decision-makers from ten diverse organisations are invited
to the table with people they would not ordinarily find
themselves next to, in a room they would not ordinarily find
themselves in.

Their purpose is to find and seize the kinds of critical near-
term opportunities which only come to light through the
process of long-term thinking.

Insights, visions and opportunities from the day are in turn
shared with as wide an audience as possible to inform
strategic conversations and decision-making around other
tables in other rooms.

THE PURPOSE
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HOW IT WORKS

Facilitated exploration. Each one-day event will be a facilitated
futures exercise combining intelligent speculation, exploration and
discussion based on the Future Arcs open framework. A
professional strategy facilitator from UMU, Appleyards’ Uncertainty
Management Unit will lead the group through the day.

Design-driven approach. The presence of objects, ideas and
materials designed to help participants interrogate their futures
makes The Futures Of roundtable workshops different from
other futures events and strategic planning exercises
participants will have been involved with. 

Opportunity-focused outcomes. This facilitated, design-
driven process is designed to lead to the uptake of new ideas
and opportunities. The Futures Of roundtable workshops help
participants go a step further than just imagining plausible
futures by developing the actions and collaborations that will
shape them.

London venues. Roundtable workshops take place in
inspirational places helping to make them extremely engaging.
They are fun & rigorous, enjoyable & intense, full of light
switches & black holes. 

Roundtable workshops are filmed. This footage will form an
integral part of the public output. There will also be a podcast
and a dedicated area on a forthcoming The Futures Of website
for each theme and event in addition to a professionally
designed report.

FAQ

Who are our roundtable events for? Participants are not
‘futures experts’ - we are looking for decision-makers in
organisations interested in the Built Environment theme who
would like the opportunity to combine long-term thinking with
near-term ‘doing’ as part of a diverse and exciting group.

Who runs The Futures Of? The Futures Of is a non-profit*
Fuchsia project and the fruit of a continuing collaboration
between facilitation experts at UMU (a specialised division of
Appleyards) and Fuchsia researchers and designers. Fuchsia runs
the The Futures Of series of workshops with special support
during its debut theme, the Built Environment, from Appleyards.

Fuchsia launches in 2009. Before the doors officially 
open you can find an overview at:
http://www.fuchsia.uk.com

UMU helps organisations make sense of an uncertain &
complex world. For more information visit: 
http://umu.appleyards.co.uk

*What does non-profit mean? Third party sponsorship of
£10–15k covers the costs associated with each event (eg venue,
filming, production, research time etc...). This sum is entirely 
re-invested into The Futures Of... programme. Both Fuchsia and
Appleyards are for-profit organisations. Any success The
Futures Of enjoys will go into continuing and improving it.
Sponsors are prominently acknowledged and thanked in our
public reports.

What about participants’ privacy? At participants’ discretion
some of the day’s thinking and outcomes may remain
confidential within the roundtable workshop group. Participants
also retain fine-grained control over their comments and
appearances in the public output. Any representation of
participants’ organisations’ brands will be carefully controlled &
authorised by the organisations themselves. 

Who sees the film & report? The Futures Of public reports
and media are free, thought-leading publications which we
ensure enjoy the widest possible distribution, promoting the
activities and thinking of the participating organisations with a
view to informing conversations and strategic decision-making
as widely as possible.

HOW TO GET INVOLVED

Our workshops in the Built Environment series will be held in
Central London. Expressions of interest should be sent to
eoi@fuchsia.uk.com and should include a few details about
yourself and your organisation.

Venue, travel information and a range of nearby accommodation
details will be provided to invited participants in October.

If you are unable to make the October workshop but would like to
stay in touch, please do just drop us a line at the same address.

The Futures Of will never pass on your personal details to any
other organisation without your express permission; nor will we
use them for anything other than contacting you about our
events or with information you have explicitly asked for.

Sponsoring a Roundtable Workshop
There is still the opportunity to sponsor the 3rd workshop in our
built environment series. Please get in touch for more details. If
you’d like to talk to us directly about the theme for our next series
of sponsored roundtable events, please just drop us an email.
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